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Aviation Security
Q. Sir, with the aviation security bill still

languishing on the Hill, why won’t you agree
to make the baggage screeners Federal em-
ployees? What’s the holdup here?

President Bush. Steve, I think that I’ve
asked for the Senate and the House to come
up with a plan that will work—that will not
only make sure that as we transition to a new
system that there is security for the American
people, that in the long run there is security
for the American people. And I believe
progress is being made.

Like yourself, or like your question im-
plies, it would be nice to have had the bill
done yesterday. But sometimes democracy
doesn’t work quite that fast. But the nego-
tiators are working hard to come up with a
bill that I can sign, and I believe they will
come up with a bill that I can sign.

The House had a version; the Senate had
a version; and now they’re reconciling their
differences. I don’t believe they’re that far
apart, nor did I believe they were that far
apart when the process began. And I think
that, from what I’m told, progress is being
made. And for that, I’m grateful.

Mr. Prime Minister.

War on Terrorism
Q. Mr. Prime Minister, was India’s con-

cerns of cross-border terrorism specifically
reflected in your endorsement of the Amer-
ican President? And have you achieved some
headway in convincing him that countries
that are part of the problem cannot be part
of the solution today?

Prime Minister Vajpayee. This question
of cross-border terrorism has been getting
our attention in both the countries. Recently,
a bomb attack was made on the Legislative
Assembly of the Jammu and Kashmir. Even
Pakistan realized that it was a case of ter-
rorism.

We have to fight terrorism in all its forms.
We have to win this battle against terrorism.
There is no other option.

President Bush. That’s the two-question
limit. Thank you all for coming.

Q. Mr. President——
President Bush. Our food is getting cold.

The Prime Minister is hungry, and so am I.
Mr. Prime Minister, thank you.

Prime Minister Vajpayee. And the divid-
ing line between hunger and anger——

Visit to India
Q. When are you going to India?
President Bush. As soon as possible, I am

going to India.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:35 a.m. in the
Cross Hall at the White House. A reporter re-
ferred to Chairman Yasser Arafat of the Pales-
tinian Authority and Minister of Foreign Affairs
Saud al-Faysal al Saud of Saudi Arabia.

Joint Statement Between the United
States of America and the Republic
of India
November 9, 2001

Since September 11, the people of the
United States and India have been united
as never before in the fight against terrorism.
In so doing, they have together reaffirmed
the enduring ties between both nations, and
the importance of further transforming the
U.S.-India relationship. In their meeting,
President Bush and Prime Minister Vajpayee
discussed ways to accelerate progress to-
wards these goals.

They noted that both countries are targets
of terrorism, as seen in the barbaric attacks
on September 11 in the United States and
on October 1 in Kashmir. They agreed that
terrorism threatens not only the security of
the United States and India, but also our ef-
forts to build freedom, democracy and inter-
national security and stability around the
world. As leaders of the two largest multi-
cultural democracies, they emphasized that
those who equate terrorism with any religion
are as wrong as those who invoke religion
to commit, support or justify terrorist acts.

The two leaders remembered the victims
of the many nationalities in the terrorist at-
tacks on September 11 and agreed that all
appropriate steps should be taken to bring
the perpetrators to justice, while protecting
the lives and welfare of the people affected
by these efforts. They noted that both coun-
tries are providing humanitarian assistance to
the people of Afghanistan.

They affirmed the current campaign
against the Al-Qaida network and the Taliban
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in Afghanistan is an important step in a global
war against terrorism and its sponsors every-
where in the world. They recognized that the
international community will have to wage
a long and multi-faceted struggle against ter-
rorism, with patience, determination and un-
wavering focus. They emphasized that there
is only one choice and only one outcome:
terrorism must be fought and it shall be de-
feated.

President Bush and Prime Minister
Vajpayee agreed that success in this endeavor
would depend heavily on building inter-
national cooperation and securing the unam-
biguous commitment of all nations to share
information and intelligence on terrorists and
deny them support, sustenance and safe ha-
vens. The two leaders agreed to consult regu-
larly on the future of Afghanistan. They wel-
comed the measures outlined in the UNSCR
1373 and called on all nations to ratify and
implement existing UN Conventions on
counter-terrorism. They expressed support
for India’s draft Comprehensive Convention
on International Terrorism and urged the
resolution of outstanding issues to enable its
adoption by the UNGA.

The leaders of the two countries expressed
satisfaction with the progress made in India-
U.S. cooperation on counter-terrorism, in-
cluding the Joint Working Group on
Counter-Terrorism established in January
2000. They reaffirmed their personal com-
mitment, and that of their two countries, to
intensify bilateral cooperation as a critical
element in the global effort against terrorism.
They also announced the establishment of a
Joint Cyber-Terrorism Initiative.

Prime Minister Vajpayee and President
Bush agreed that developments in Afghani-
stan have a direct impact on its entire neigh-
borhood. They emphasized that the Taliban
and the Al-Qaida network have turned Af-
ghanistan into a center of terrorism, extre-
mism, and drug trafficking and have brought
immense suffering to the Afghan people.
They agreed that a peaceful, progressive, and
prosperous Afghanistan requires a broad-
based government, representing all ethnic
and religious groups, friendly with all coun-
tries in the neighborhood and beyond, as well
as sizeable and sustained international assist-
ance for Afghanistan’s economic reconstruc-

tion and development. The two leaders com-
mitted themselves to work together, and in
partnership with other countries and inter-
national organizations, to achieve these goals.

President Bush and Prime Minister
Vajpayee also affirmed their commitment to
complete the process of qualitatively trans-
forming U.S.-India relations in pursuit of
their many common goals in Asia and be-
yond. They agreed that U.S.-India relations
draw strength from the broad political sup-
port that exits in both democracies. They ex-
pressed satisfaction at the high level of en-
gagement and progress in bilateral coopera-
tion over the last ten months. In particular,
they reiterated their support for the wide-
ranging bilateral dialogue architecture estab-
lished in March 2000. The two leaders
agreed that recent lifting of economic, mili-
tary and technology restrictions on India pro-
vides a further impetus to bilateral relations.
They welcomed the resumption of the bilat-
eral Defense Policy Group as a step towards
increasing exchanges and technical coopera-
tion in the defense and security areas. They
noted that India’s interest in purchasing arms
from the United States would be discussed
at the Defense Policy Group meetings in De-
cember 2001. The two leaders agreed to pur-
sue policies to enhance the mutually bene-
ficial—and growing—economic and com-
mercial ties between their nations. They also
agreed to expand the Bilateral Economic
Dialogue and to broaden dialogue and co-
operation in the areas of energy, the environ-
ment, health, space, export controls, science
and technology, including biotechnology and
information technology. They agreed that the
two sides should discuss ways to stimulate
bilateral high technology commerce. They
also agreed that we should begin a dialogue
between the two governments with a view
towards evaluating the processes by which
we transfer dual-use and military items, with
a view towards greater transparency and effi-
ciency. In addition, the United States and
India have a mutual interest in space and
have agreed to initiate discussions on civil
space cooperation.

The two leaders expressed confidence that
enhancing their cooperation in all these areas
will go far towards building a long-term part-
nership between the United States and India
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that will greatly benefit citizens of both their
nations.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Remarks at the Signing Ceremony
for the National Employer Support
of the Guard and Reserve Week
Proclamation
November 9, 2001

Welcome to the White House. Thank you
all for coming.

I am pleased to be here today to salute
the national guardsmen and reservists and
their employers for serving their country and
to announce some important new measures
to make air travel more secure over the holi-
days.

America is engaged in a long and difficult
struggle. At a key moment in our history, an
important moment in the history of freedom,
members of the National Guard and Reserve
are answering their country’s call. They are
performing their duty with skill and with
courage. And by supporting their mobiliza-
tion, many employers are demonstrating
their own patriotism.

In a moment, I will sign a proclamation
naming next week National Employer Sup-
port of the Guard and Reserve Week. It is
a way to express our appreciation to these
employers and to thank them for their self-
less devotion to our great country.

I want to thank the Secretary of Transpor-
tation, who is here, Norm Mineta. Thank you
very much, Mr. Secretary, for your hard
work. I appreciate Deputy Secretary of De-
fense Paul Wolfowitz for being here as well.
Thank you, Paul. And of course, I want to
thank John McHugh, Representative from
New York. Thank you for coming, John.

America faces an evil and a determined
enemy. They committed mass murder
against innocent citizens, and they have
brought misery and terror to the people of
Afghanistan. They persecute women. They
destroy great monuments of human culture
and religious faith. They execute people who
convert to other religions. They steal food
that we send to help starving people.

They hope to spread their terror around
the world, but we’re not going to let them.
The Al Qaida terrorist network and every na-
tion that supports it are enemies of liberty
and human dignity. We will oppose them.
We’ll find them. And we’ll defeat them.

The American people have responded
magnificently to this challenge. The terrorists
thought they could break the spirit of this
country. They really didn’t understand Amer-
ica. Their attacks have had the opposite ef-
fect, for we’re strong. We’re united. We are
patient. We’re determined. And all of us are
ready to serve the great cause of freedom.

The National Guard and Reserve are ex-
amples of this service. Since September the
11th, we have called to active duty nearly
53,000 Guard and Reserve personnel. They
are guarding energy plants. They are meeting
the military’s intelligence, medical, and sup-
ply needs with specialized training. And they
are securing our airports.

In order to increase security of airline trav-
elers during the holiday season, we will in-
crease by 25 percent the number of National
Guard personnel who protect our airports
and airlines and American travelers. We are
calling up these guards men and women im-
mediately. This increase in security will last
through the busy holiday period, and it is in
addition to more than the 6,000 members
of the Guard already mobilized at airports
since September the 11th. These are tem-
porary measures, and we believe they’ll help
a lot. And we are making fundamental
changes to airport security as well.

The Federal Government must take, and
I believe will take, control of aviation secu-
rity. I am pleased that both Houses of Con-
gress have passed bills that do just that. And
I urge Congress to work hard to resolve the
differences between the two bills—they’re
not that far apart—and to get to my desk
as quickly as possible a bill that will make
air travel much safer for the American peo-
ple.

While Congress finishes its business, I
have instructed our good Secretary, Sec-
retary of Transportation Mineta, to begin a
series of high-level transition planning ses-
sions with airport operators, security device
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